Can I Lose My Salvation?

Several years ago I met a member of the Hillsong church in Waterloo, one of the largest and most influential churches in Australia. I asked him if he knew for sure that he was going to Heaven, and he replied with great assurance that he did know for sure. He told me that he had been born again, and knew that Heaven was his final destination. If I remember correctly, he had been attending Hillsong for about six months. 

I then asked this man if he knew that he would go to Heaven if he died in ten years time. Instantly, a look of confusion and agitation came over his face. He replied that he did not know if he would go to Heaven, should he die in ten years time. In fact, he had no idea at all. I asked him what would determine if he would go to Heaven, and he told me that it depended upon whether or not he was following Jesus at that time. In other words, he knew for sure that he was saved, but he felt that there was something that he could do that would cause him to lose his salvation. He was afraid that if he “fell away” he would no longer be saved and on his way to Heaven. 

While out door knocking in Maroubra, I met a man from Ireland. He said that he was a Christian, and was attending a Uniting Church. When I asked him if he knew 100% for sure that he was going to Heaven, he told me that he did not believe it was possible to know that for sure. When we discussed the matter at length, it appeared that this man had a solid testimony of salvation by grace through faith. The reason that he was unsure of his destiny was the fact that he was afraid that he might one day apostasise and turn from the faith, losing his salvation. He therefore had no assurance. 

Here is my question for you: Can I lose my salvation?

Can a person who is saved become eternally lost? Some Christians would say “yes”:

“If after we are converted and become true Christians we should apostatize, it would be impossible to be recovered again, for there would be no other sacrifice for sin; no way by which we could be saved...Should a man do this, there is no sacrifice for sins which could save him. He would have rejected deliberately the only atonement made for sin, and there will be no other made. It is as if a man should reject the only medicine that could heal him, or push away the only boat that could save him when shipwrecked...The sacrifice made for sin by the Redeemer is never to be repeated, and if that is deliberately rejected, the soul must be lost.” (Albert Barnes; notes on Hebrews 10:26; “Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament”)
While a student at the University of Sydney, I attended an inter-denominational Christian group. While a member of that group, I enjoyed fellowship with Christians from many different backgrounds, and I found that there were many disagreements on doctrine. I therefore came to question some key doctrines, especially eternal security. I studied the Bible, found the answers to my questions, and became stronger for it.

A young Christian typically believes everything that he is told. He usually holds dogmatically to the last thing that a teacher told him! However, as you grow, you are exposed to various doctrines, and you test them against Scripture. A mature Christian knows what he believes, and why he believes it. He is not constantly changing his mind about doctrine: 

“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;” (Ephesians 4:13, 14)

I know that many Christians question the doctrine of eternal security at some time during their Christian walk, just as many Christians doubt their salvation at one time or another. I certainly did. It is a subject of great contention and debate. Although it is good to be taught the Bible by a pastor or another teacher, there comes a time when you have to study the Bible for yourself and ground yourself in the truth. You must feed yourself! 

The question is this: What is the truth? Paul said, “For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth” (2 Corinthians 13:8). Jesus said to the Father “Thy Word is truth” (John 17:17). So, what is the truth about eternal security? What does the Bible have to say about losing one’s salvation?

1.
Mankind is eternally lost

All men are damned by their own sinful state:

“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:” (Romans 3:10)

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

Because of our inherited sinful nature, and because of our voluntary sinful acts, we are completely and utterly unable to do anything to save ourselves. All false religions have been mankind’s attempts at earning the merit, favour and forgiveness of God. Even our best efforts at redemption and justification are considered filthy rags by a holy God.  

2.
Jesus Christ is the author and finisher of salvation

Salvation begins and ends with the Lord Jesus Christ: 

"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2)

Firstly, the Lord Jesus is the Author of salvation, in that He designed His plan of escape before time began. Secondly, our Saviour is the Finisher of our faith in that He provided Himself as the necessary and all-sufficient Sacrifice for our sins:

“But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.” (Hebrews 7:24-27)

3.
Salvation is entirely an act of God

Jonah said after his journey to the depths that, "Salvation is of the Lord." This is true for us in the New Testament era:

God desired salvation.

God designed salvation.

God purchased salvation.

God offers salvation.

Our theology is God-centred, not man-centred. That is why we call it THEO-logy. Salvation begins with God and ends with God. He does not need man's help in supplying or performing any facet or aspect of salvation. He is GOD!

4.
Salvation is obtained when man accepts the gift of God of his own free will and volition

What part does man play in the salvation of his corrupt and sin-sick soul? Why are some men saved and other men lost? Man must freely receive the gift of eternal life by placing his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. He must call upon the name of the Lord. 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

Let me illustrate. When a church in Sydney purchased a Toyota van for their pastor recently, they surprised him after church and offered it freely to him. It was a gift of love. The van was paid for – the pastor had nothing to pay or to put towards it. There was only one thing that he had to do: receive it. He did so, and it became his possession by law. 

Sinful man is given a free choice by God when it comes to salvation. God offers His free gift to all men, and God desires all men to be saved. However, God will only save those who believe and receive. We must choose eternal life of our own free will.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:” (John 1:12)

God has given us the choice of a lifetime: to receive or to reject Christ. God provides salvation in response to the free will of man in choosing to receive it. Man may certainly reject the gift of eternal life if he so chooses: 

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.” (John 5:39, 40)

5.
Salvation is perfect and complete in every aspect

When God does something, He does it right! God is perfect and marvellous in all His works. Salvation is not incomplete or imperfect. It requires nothing of sinful man to perfect it – it is as complete and perfect as the very character of God Himself. Your salvation will never be more perfect and complete as it was when you asked Christ to save you. 

“But this man [Jesus], because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:24, 25)

Our salvation does not want any completion; we are now completely saved. Salvation is not a process; salvation is an event. We are not waiting for salvation; we possess salvation right now. The only salvation we are waiting for is the salvation of our body, which we receive at our resurrection. 

“And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” (Romans 8:23)

There are many Scriptures that refer to my current possession of a complete salvation. For example, notice the use of present tense in John 5:24:

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

6.
Salvation is much more than forgiveness and propitiation

When people think of salvation, they generally think of two things:

1.
A free pardon and forgiveness of sins.

2.
Salvation from the wrath of God (i.e. Hell).

However, salvation is much more than simply forgiveness and propitiation. This is evident from many passages. For example: 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” (Romans 8:28-30)

Salvation includes the following aspects:

1.
Regeneration (the new nature, or new man)

2.
Justification (declared righteous and innocent)

3.
Sanctification (set apart eternally to God)

4.
Glorification (preparation of a new body)

5.
Naturalisation (heavenly citizenship)

6.
Adoption (sonship and sealing)

7.
Election (chosen according to God's foreknowledge)

8.
Predestination (God's plan to make us like Jesus)

Salvation is a complete and perfect work. That is, the justified soul is eternally saved and set apart to God. This is God's response to man's free choice of Christ at salvation. 

7.
A saved man cannot be lost because God will not undo the work that He performed at salvation

Here is a common train of thought among those who teach loss of salvation:

1.
Eternal life is the free gift of God.

2.
It is offered to all who will receive it by faith.

3.
I was saved when I chose Christ as my Saviour and received the gift of God. 

4.
I am saved by grace through faith.

5.
As long as I continue in the faith and have Christ as my Saviour, I am saved.

6.
I freely chose to be a Christian, so therefore I may also choose not to be one. 

7.
If I received the gift of God by faith, I may reject that gift by turning from the faith.

8.
Therefore, I would be eternally lost if I apostasise, or turn from the faith.

There are many obvious and fatal flaws in this argument. For example:

1.
The doctrines of election and predestination as a result of God's foreknowledge are completely ignored. The fact that God has known since before time that I would be saved, and has already predestined me to be seated one day in Heaven, is totally ignored or dismissed.

2.
The many promises of God's keeping and preserving power are seemingly nullified by one swift act of human logic! These include the following:

a.
We cannot lose our salvation because it is dependent on the love of Christ. 

Romans 8:35-39 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

b.
We cannot lose our salvation because we are sealed by the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 1:13 “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” 

Ephesians 4:30 “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

Notice that this second verse clearly tells us the nature of God’s seal—it is unto the day of redemption, not the day of our apostasy or unfaithfulness. This means simply this: once saved, always saved—or once sealed, always sealed! I will address this doctrine at length later on. 

c.
We cannot lose our salvation because we didn't earn it in the first place. 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

d.
We cannot lose our salvation because we are kept by God's power, not our own. 

1 Peter 1:5 “Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

e.
We cannot lose our salvation because we become a child of God when we get saved. 

John 1:12 “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

f.
We cannot lose our salvation because we are now citizens of heaven. 

Ephesians 2:4-6 “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:”

g.
We cannot lose our salvation because God owns us. 

1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”

h.
We cannot lose our salvation because God abides faithful in spite of us. 

2 Timothy 2:13 “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.”

i.
We cannot lose our salvation because we are preserved in Christ. 

Jude 1:1 “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:”

j.
We cannot lose our salvation because we shall never perish.

John 10:27-29 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.”

k.
We cannot lose our salvation because a saved person possesses everlasting life, he shall not come into condemnation, and he is already passed from death unto life. 

John 5:24 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

l.
We cannot lose our salvation because God will never reject us for any reason.

John 6:37 “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”

m.
We cannot lose our salvation because God will never, ever stop His work in my heart.

Philippians 1:6, 2:13 “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ…For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

n.
We cannot lose our salvation because we are already in Christ.

Colossians 3:3, 4 “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”

o.
We cannot lose our salvation because we are saved to the uttermost. 

Hebrews 7:25 “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”

p.
We cannot lose our salvation because we already have an inheritance reserved for us.

1 Peter 1:4, 5 “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

q.
We cannot lose our salvation because God will establish unto the end.

1 Corinthians 1:8, 9 “Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

r.
We cannot lose our salvation because God has promised us eternal life.

1 John 2:25 “And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.”

Titus 1:2 “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;”

s.
We cannot lose our salvation because Jesus will never leave us or forsake us. 

Hebrews 13:5 “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”

t.
We cannot lose our salvation because we have been perfected forever.

Hebrews 10:14 “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.”

One disturbing philosophy that I have come across when discussing these promises is this: any promise of security can be explained away by making it conditional upon us retaining our faith. That is, when God promised me that He would seal me unto the day of redemption, that was dependent upon me continuing in the faith. When God promised that I would never perish, that was dependent upon me continuing in the faith. When God promised that I would never come into condemnation, that was dependent upon me continuing in the faith. Every one of God’s promises of eternal and everlasting security is apparently made impotent and irrelevant by this train of thought.

I have a one-word answer to such an argument: humbug! How utterly ridiculous to attempt to make God’s promises null and void by employing a condition that is not even mentioned and appears nowhere in the context of the promise. 

For example, when Jesus said, “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish” (John 10:28), it is argued that what Jesus meant to say was, “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish – unless they fall away.” That is, the condition of the promise “never perish” is that we continue as sheep, because that promise was given to us as His sheep. So, if we refuse to remain sheep (a ludicrous thought of itself) then the promise of security and preservation no longer applies to us, and we shall perish after all. If this is true, then why did Jesus give us this promise of security at all? This becomes an empty gesture that is founded upon the fickle nature of man, rather than a wonderful promise founded upon the immutability of an eternal God. When Jesus said “never perish”, He meant “never perish”! It’s not that hard to understand, really…

“Well,” says Dr. Messemup, “these are promises of conditional security.” Conditional security? A conditional security is no security at all, by the very definition of the term. How ridiculous! You cannot be an honest Bible student and resort to such underhanded skulduggery; this is an illogical, unscriptural, and dishonest treatment of Scripture.

Let me illustrate. Let us suppose that I promised my good friend, Peter Morris, a $100 note, to be given to him every Friday if he would simply ask for it that week. I also promised that once he received it, it would be his to keep. Several weeks earlier, though, I had mentioned to Peter that I would appreciate it if he would hold on to any money I gave him and save it for a rainy day. Now, the time comes to give him the money, and I do so. It is Friday. On Tuesday, I find out that he has been spending money that was given to him earlier, so I then proceed to take back, by force, the $100 given to him on Friday. When questioned, I answer that my promise to Peter was conditional upon him saving the money. He would justifiably be upset and could rightly accuse me of lying. Why? I have added a condition to a promise where no condition was made. I have broken my word. 

God promised us eternal life, and promised in many ways and in many Scriptures to never take back eternal life. He also encouraged us to maintain our Christian testimony and continue faithful. Is God’s promise of security conditional, then, upon our faithfulness? No – such conditions are not found in the context of God’s promises. Is His promise dependent upon the feeble resolve of sinful man? No – that is why we call God’s love unconditional. 

The question must be asked, what if one falls away and departs from the faith? This will be answered later in this study. 

3.
The train of thought given by those who believe in fatal apostasy is a gross misunderstanding of the wonderful work of redemption. It totally ignores the complexity and the eternal nature of salvation. It reduces salvation to the level of a child who is given a Christmas gift with which he becomes bored and throws away. 

4.
Their argument is man-centred, whereas Bible doctrine is God-centred. It places extraordinary power in the hands of sinful, weak man: the power to undo God’s work of salvation and break the eternal seal of the Holy Spirit. Such power has never been given to men, and nowhere does the Bible teach that it has been. 

5.
There is not one clear and indisputable passage anywhere in Scripture which states that a saved person may reject Christ and be forever lost. There are a number of ambiguous and difficult passages which are used to prove the point of those who teach fatal apostasy, but other reasonable and scriptural explanations may be found. I will address some of these later; others have been well answered in Keith Piper’s work, “The Answers Book” (www.answersbook.org)
6.
The will of man is elevated to the extreme, and the eternal plan and purpose of God are largely ignored. God is reduced to a weak and powerless gift-giver who is wholly at the beck and call of the all-powerful sinner!

7.
Proponents seem to ignore the fact that the Bible clearly states that we receive eternal life by faith, yet does not explicitly state that we reject that gift by a loss of faith. This will also be addressed in more detail later. They also ignore the plain teaching that we endure and continue as Christians because of the grace given to us by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

8.
The greater weight of Scripture is ignored, twisted, or minimised as the single-minded teacher focuses his attention upon a few passages that seem to support his view.  Clear verses on security are swept aside or poorly addressed, and “proof” texts of eternal insecurity are brought up again. 

I have noticed that Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons will ignore or dismiss verses that I give them, say, on the deity of Christ, and then show me their “proof” texts. They do not address or explain what I ask them, but just go to their pet passages. This is a common approach for those who believe something but are unable to answer objections. When talking to those who believe that you can lose your salvation, I have found that they have a similar approach, in that they either ignore or dismiss simple Scriptures on security, and take me to their supposed proof texts, whereas I try to answer their objections before making my point.

For example, if I show the person the promise of Ephesians 4:30 (“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”), they are unable to answer it or explain it away, so they simply sidestep it and proceed to their ambiguous passage. This is a “smokescreen” tactic cunningly used to divert the conversation away from the many simple and obvious passages that support eternal security. It is as far from sound hermeneutics as one could possibly get!

9.
It seems unimportant to these dear people that the majority of fundamental, Bible-preaching churches believe in eternal security, whereas the opposing view has been historically held by more liberal, compromising groups, especially the Pentecostals. I do not know of one fundamental, independent Baptist church in Sydney, or even Australia, that believes in the loss of salvation. I have visited more than 200 such churches here and overseas, and not one, to my knowledge, taught loss of salvation. Who teaches it? Hillsong; Christian City Church; Liberal Baptist churches; etc. That ought to make one think twice before embracing this doctrine. 

10.
It is absolutely vital to realise that a Christian is no longer in possession of his own soul. This is a result of the redemptive work of Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. You are not your own: you belong to God. 

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

How can you remove yourself from God’s omnipotent grasp and withdraw yourself from the family of God if you don’t even own yourself? You have no right to do so because you have no rights at all!

11. When Jesus Christ says never, He means never. To believe anything less is to call our Saviour a liar. Shame on those who would brazenly do so!

“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” (John 4:14)

“And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” (John 6:35)

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.” (John 8:51)

“And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:26)

12.
Man certainly has the free choice, given to Him by Almighty God, either to accept or reject eternal life. When man receives eternal life, and all that comes with this marvellous gift, he voluntarily gives up ownership of his soul. He is now irrevocably bound to God for all eternity. 

a.
That is why Jesus said in John 10, "...and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand." 

b.
What man can pluck you out of the Father's hand and Jesus' hand? NO MAN. Does that include you? Yes, unless you think that the phrase “no man” somehow excludes you. Which part of “no man” do you not understand? You cannot possibly separate yourself from God, because you are in God, and God is in you! Praise the Lord. 

c.
You are not holding onto God; God is holding onto you!

13.
To say that a lost man has no choice to accept or reject salvation is Calvinism. To say that a saved man has the choice to undo eternal salvation and free his own soul from God is Armenianism. Neither view is scriptural.

14.
Let us consider a man who has been born again - not simply a professor of salvation, but a possessor of salvation. In order for that man to become lost, what must happen?

a.
He must wrest possession of his soul from Almighty God. 

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

b.
He must break the seal of the Holy Spirit by which he has been sealed unto the day of redemption.

“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” (Ephesians 1:13)

“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30)

c.
He must pull himself free of the grasp of both the Son and the Father. 

“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” (John 10:28, 29)

d.
He must somehow undo the dual works of adoption and regeneration. That is, he must be cast out of the family of God, and he must go from being a new creation to being an old creation once again.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” (Romans 8:15)

“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” (Ephesians 1:5)

e.
He must forfeit his inheritance that has been reserved in Heaven for him.

“To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,” (1 Peter 1:4)

f.
He must undo the miraculous works of predestination, justification, sanctification, and glorification. 

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” (Romans 8:29, 30)

g.
He must perish when Jesus promised that he would not perish. 

“That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:15, 16)

“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” (John 10:28)

h. 
He must come into condemnation when Jesus promised that he would not come into condemnation. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” (John 5:24)

i.
He must pass from life unto death, when he has already passed from death unto life. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” (John 5:24)

j.
He must somehow mysteriously become “un-born-again” after He has been miraculously made a child of the Living God. 

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” (1 Peter 1:23)

k. 
He must become dead in his sins once again after God has eternally and irrevocably quickened him, and made him forever alive. 

“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;” (Ephesians 2:1)

l. 
He must lose that life that is both everlasting and eternal, thereby proving that it is neither! 

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;” (Titus 1:2)

“And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.” (1 John 2:25)

8.
What about those who fall away?

A question that many Christians ask is this: Once I have been saved, could I fall away and lose eternal life? If I completely apostasise and turn from God, what would happen? Am I still saved? Two passages that are often discussed here are as follows:

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.” (1 Timothy 4:1-3)

“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;” (Colossians 1:21-23)

First, it is important to understand that a man may profess to be a Christian and appear to be a Christian without being one at all. He may even believe that he is saved. He is a false professor. 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." (Matthew 7:21-23)

"They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate." (Titus 1:16)

I know a few professing Christians that have committed apostasy. For example, one young Asian man was a student at an independent Baptist Bible college. He appeared to be a committed Christian, but then returned to Buddhism. He no longer claimed to be a Christian at all. 

Did this man, and others like him, lose salvation and become eternally lost after being eternally saved. Did he go from being spiritually dead, to spiritually alive, to spiritually dead again? Was he born into God’s family by the Spirit, then somehow un-born? No, I believe not. What happened? How can professing Christians so depart from the faith?

The Bible clearly teaches that one sign of being a false professor is an eventual falling away, or apostasy. Contrarily, remaining faithful unto the end is an evidence of salvation. Consider three passages that clearly teach this doctrine:

"Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us." (1 John 2:18, 19)

"But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we [not will be], if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end." (Hebrews 3:6)

"For we are [not will be] made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;” (Hebrews 3:14)

Apostasy is not losing one's salvation; it is the result of never truly possessing salvation. When trials, persecutions and troubles come, they reveal our true spiritual state. A saved person is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, so God will give him sustaining grace. He may backslide or fall away for a time, but God will keep him secure. He cannot and will not permanently apostatise and fall away. 

In this context, let us consider the book of Hebrews. This epistle was written to professing Jewish Christians who were being persecuted for leaving Judaism. Some were tempted to forsake Christianity and return to Judaism. The writer of Hebrews warns them concerning the danger of doing so. Those that did forsake Christ and return to the Law would suffer “judgment and fiery indignation” and “much sorer punishment.”

There will always be false professors in the church – the tares among the wheat (Matthew 13:24-30) – who appear to be saved but are not truly born again. False professors have head knowledge of the Gospel and may even have felt the conviction and enlightenment of the Holy Spirit as He revealed salvation to them. But, they have never come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. They have not been born of the Spirit. They are not indwelled, regenerated and sealed by the Holy Spirit. 

One way in which false professions are exposed is through persecution. The children of God remain faithful because of the work of the Holy Spirit, whereas false professors do not have the grace to continue faithful and so fall away.

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ...For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” (Philippians 1:6, 2:13)

“Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 1:8)

A false professor has tasted of the grace of God (Hebrews 6:4) and has a head knowledge of the truth (Hebrews 10:26), but has not truly understood and believed in his heart. He has even been associated with the work of the Holy Spirit and has shared in the blessings of His work in the church (Hebrews 6:4).

The writer of Hebrews warns the professors to remain faithful or face judgment, but then encourages them that he believes that they will continue to the end because they are truly saved. This is a key thought to understand chapters 6 and 10 in context.

"But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak." (Hebrews 6:9)

"Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition [judgment, or damnation]; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul." (Hebrews 10:35-39)

They were encouraged to hold onto their profession, not their salvation, emphasising the faithfulness of God, not the faithfulness of the believer:

“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)” (Hebrews 10:23)

A scriptural definition of faith, especially saving faith, would be helpful here, especially as people often refer to departing the faith. Here are several thoughts on faith:

a)
Faith is a confidence and trust placed in someone or something as a result of deep belief and conviction. The word literally means “to rest upon.”

b)
We are not saved by faith; we are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8, 9). Faith is the means whereby we receive and appropriate salvation. Grace is God’s unmerited favour towards us when we exercise faith. 

c)
Faith is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8, 9) which results from exposure to the Word of God (Romans 10:17).

d)
Salvation is an event, not a process. This is evident from many verses, including John 3:1-7 and John 5:24. When John said that we have passed from death unto life, that is a far cry from saying we are passing from death unto life. 

e)
The one-time event of salvation takes place when I exercise saving faith and call upon Christ to be my Saviour. At the very second that I place my faith in Christ, I am saved, sealed, and set apart to God (Jude 1).

f)
Salvation also has three components in the full use of the word as found in the New Testament:

i.

Past tense: I have been saved from Hell. 

ii.

Present tense: I am being saved from the presence of sin. 

iii.
Future tense: I will be eternally saved from sin when in Heaven. 

g)
Now that I have been saved by grace through faith – not am being saved by faith – I must walk by faith. That is, I live the Christian life by faith in God and His Word. 

h)
I must also hold onto my profession of faith with the aid of the Holy Spirit, and I continue in the faith because of the work of the indwelling Spirit. However, this is not a continuation of what happened when I got saved – that is, exercising saving faith – but is rather a new process altogether, one of growth and maturing. 

i)
I do not continue in the faith to be saved; I continue in the faith because I am saved. It is not a condition of salvation – remember that salvation is now an event in the past for me – but rather an evidence of salvation. 

j)
Suffering tests my faith to see if it is real

k)
Suffering purifies and strengthens my faith. 

l)
Suffering reveals that false professors never possessed saving faith at all, and they fell away because they lacked the grace given by the indwelling Holy Spirit. There was no true faith because faith is a fruit of the Spirit, and they had not the Spirit of Christ. 

m)
The term “the faith” refers to that which distinguishes us as true Bible-believing Christians: “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jude 3, 4)

n)
To depart from the faith (1 Timothy 4:1) means to deny the very Gospel itself; it refers to the end-time apostasy when “Christian” churches will turn from the Gospel. It does not mean that I once possessed saving faith and have now cast it away. If it did mean that, then the Bible would say “some shall depart from their faith” rather than “the faith”. 

In summary, a professing Christian who apostasises and turns from the faith was never truly a Christian at all; he was merely an empty professor. A true Christian will continue in the faith because God promises to enable him to so do. God is well able to keep us from falling:

Jude 1:24 “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,”

9. 
What about those who are “saved” but do not bring forth fruit?

What if a professing Christian becomes spiritually cold? That is, they are not in church, and they do not appear to live the life of a Christian. Have they lost, or rejected, eternal life? There are two possibilities here:

1) This man is not saved at all
He professes to know Christ, but his works reveal otherwise:

"They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate." (Titus 1:16)

Remember that a saved person is a new man, a new creation of God – that nature must bring forth spiritual fruit. Anyone can say that he is saved, but his life is the real test. 

“Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” (Matthew 7:16-20)

2) This man is saved, but he is rebellious and backslidden

In this case, God will discipline and chastise His child (Hebrews 12:5-11), perhaps even unto the point of taking His child home to Heaven. Our earthly body, or flesh, may be destroyed, but our spirit cannot be:

“For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” (1 Corinthians 5:3-5)

The Lord will not allow His child to remain in such a cold and rebellious state. It is possible, incidentally, for a Christian to be so backslidden that he even forgets he is saved:

“But he [the immature Christian] that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.” (2 Peter 1:9)

If we depart from God for a time, He will not deny us, because we are eternally joined with Him:

“If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” (2 Timothy 2:13)

10. 
The Work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer
It becomes evident that those who believe in losing one’s salvation have sadly misunderstood and undervalued the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. We have already mentioned such works as regeneration, adoption and glorification. Let us now consider in some detail two other crucial ministries of the indwelling Holy Spirit:

A. We are sealed by the Holy Spirit

We are told three times in the New Testament that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit:

Ephesians 1:13 “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,”

Ephesians 4:30 “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

2 Corinthians 1:22 “Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”

What does it mean that God has sealed us with His Holy Spirit? Let us consider the Greek word, sphragizō, which is translated as sealed. According to Strong’s Greek Dictionary, the word “sealed” means “to stamp for security or preservation.” Zodhiates says that this word means “to seal and close up for the sake of security; to set a mark upon a thing as a token of its authenticity.” Thayer tells us that it means “to set a seal upon, or to seal: for security; to hide or keep secret; in order to prove, confirm, or attest a thing; to confirm, authenticate, place beyond doubt.” According to Webster, the English word seal means “to confirm the validity and authenticity of; to make certain and irrevocable; to secure and close so that it cannot be opened.”

What is the significance of this? God has sealed you with His Holy Spirit unto the day of redemption. He secured and preserved you on the day you got saved.

When my Dad had a workshop in Blacktown, he had to get rid of his expensive steel security doors and padlocks. Why? If a criminal broke in, he would be sealed in, and could not get out. The premises was secured and sealed up when locked – no one could get in or out without a key. A seal that can be broken by a person without sufficient authority is no seal at all! We are unable to break the securing presence of the Holy Spirit because we have not been given the divine authority to do so. How do we know this? Because the Scripture plainly says that we are sealed unto the day of redemption – not until the day of sin or apostasy. Only God Himself could break His seal, if He so chose, but thank God that he will not do so. 

When Jesus’ body was placed in the tomb of Joseph, the Bible tells us that “they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” (Matthew 27:66) The stone was sealed, or secured, so that it could not be moved. Only those with official authority or sufficient power could move it. Jesus was only able to leave a sealed tomb because He, as God, had the power and authority to move it. This pictures how we have been sealed as children of God and are kept by His power. 

B. We have the earnest of the Holy Spirit

The word “earnest” as used in the KJV means “a pledge; part of the purchase money or property given in advance as security for the rest.” We would use the term “deposit” or “down payment”. God has given us His security deposit, the person of the Holy Spirit:

2 Corinthians 1:22 “Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” 

2 Corinthians 5:5 “Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.”

God has given us the “down payment”, as it were, of the Holy Spirit so that we can know for certain that we are saved. He is the proof and evidence of our salvation. The presence of the Holy Spirit in my life proves to me, and others, that I belong to God. He is also a sure sign that God will one day redeem me unto Himself in body as well as spirit – the “day of redemption” as mentioned in Ephesians 4:30. 

Conclusion: 

The doctrine of eternal security is neither Calvinistic nor presumptuous in its nature. Also, the proposition that the doctrine of eternal security encourages licence and laziness is foolishness! To propose such an idea is to completely ignore the practical ramifications of the new birth and the life-changing power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

The Scriptures are clear: I cannot lose my salvation if I am truly saved. Thank God for the security and assurance that this brings to the heart of the believer!

Finally, let me stage categorically and unequivocally that a person who believes in “conditional security” not only has no security, but they also have no real assurance of eternal life. Why? According to their doctrine, if they fall away, they shall not enter Heaven, and their assurance was ill-founded. That therefore negates John’s promise that “ye may know that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). What a sad state to be in!

I don’t know about you, but I’m glad that I am saved, I know I’m saved, and I will always be saved. God is good – all the time!

Note:

1. For detailed answers to many common verses used to “prove” loss of salvation, please see chapter 94 of the Answers Book on Pastor Keith Piper’s web site: www.answersbook.org
